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and her Colonies. I don't know how far 
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9 ſhould free- 
ly anſwer what you ſo emphatically enquire. 


Iam then ſorty to ſay. that ntwitkſtand- 
in 8 the facts mentioned by you I ſee no rea- 


ſon for any change in my opinion from 925 


what it was at the firſt, outſet of theſe Pro 


| ceedings ; but on the contrary that time is 


evidently and daily bringing forward the 
events, which were from the beginning to 
be expected. Evils before on the anvit only 


broad. PFloets and armies; were then pre- 


paring and ſending, dangernus plans were 


prejecting and executing, adminiſtration 
threatened and prudent perſons were alarm- 


ed; but a civil wan noi rages in full force, 
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our provinees are driven into a declaration of 
independence, ruin is coming upom us as an 


ermed man and T hardly know; whether it 
is permitted: to add, that our miniſters 
move to our daſtruction, Hke giants rer 
feſhed with wine. The more powerful ar- 
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In nel? Our armyis 


| ſent on the ſame: errand with our navy. 


There are ſaid-to in I 


againſt their inclina * tions into the ſervice for 
the eaſe and the defence of che rich and the 
great; who themſelves hardly touch that 


burthen with one of their fingers. Who 


knows, how long it may be; before the 
fate of this kingdom or even of Its 
crown will under ſueh circumſtances do- 
on or "*_ I event of a ba t- 
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 Whaever with us is maſter of the field: 4s 
1D likewiſe of euery city, every town, every 
houſe and habitation of our country. We 
have no barrier for defence; mo forts for de- 
tay. All muſt be at the mercy of a victo- 
rious commander; who has only to march 
and to take poſſeſſion. Our armies them- 


ſelves have no walls under the cannon of 


which on can en retreat por any ſaſey; 


Ae of aur prince or - bh wi - 


merous offspring from captivity or our pra- 
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miſchief to our neighbours of France at 


2 neyer received any from them in return at 

I ours. - We. have abroad the reputation © of 
endleſs riches. Our funds are 2 circum⸗ 
ſtance unexampled and unknown in the 
world before. The ſoldier or the plun- 
derer may cue. hither, hungry and cager 
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brought benefit, _ than otherwiſe. to the 
Public. This nation has often done much 


their own homes; but we. have hitherto 


for his prey; when we. ſhall have only 
bankr uptcy and miſery with Which to diſ- . 
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not mentioned, that may be found very un 
toward in ſuch a conteſt; but which it 


might go too near the quick to touch upon: 


I ſhall leaye them for the thoughts of others. 


1 have likewiſe confined myſelf at N 
Not a word has been ſaid concerning o 


Eaſt Indian ſettlements or our Weſt . 
1 iſlands (to fling our African territories out 
of the queſtion, as trifles unworthy of no- 
tice) nor concerning the danger of any of 
them either from France or Spain or both 
or in the caſe ſuppoſed even from our own © 
North American' colonies ; for however 
:ffions may 
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prodigiouſly i important theſe 
be to us, they are nevertheleſs no more than 


a feather in. the balance compared with 
a 1 may happen on our own ground of 


Great Britain. COS en 


. f What 


their diſpute derween nde db 


not to meddle in it with our arms. A rage 


for war has' beeri"the/ruling'paſſon of dur 
over nee the revolution. Ix ĩs 
us to our preſent _ 
cher fatisfied: with e our follies nor reſtored to 


* 4 þ- 
ent ever 
"IM « +. *% 4 1 | 


a7 
wy 


fable condition; . "ſeem. 


our underſtandin gs. Three ſummers only 
are paſt, fince in ſpite of our immenſe debts 


and every conſideration of prudence "we 


were upon the point of taking part in the 
war between the Turks and the Ruſſians; : 
as if no ſquabble was to happen in any part 
ho the globe without our having à hand in 
We happily efcaped then; but now in 
ten times a worſe conjuncture we are again 
urged about the e eee and e 71h 
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of thoſe,” who cou unteract 
bro however” eneumberedd in the fame | 


manner their gorernment the moſt of ain! 
3 in the world next to ours. The only dif- 1 2 
ference between us beſides tlie great magni- a 
tude of aur delt above theirs ſeems to be; ä 
that they have done this through a vain 
ambition of advancing y nation and their 
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monarch: Himes of we hare moſt meanly 


factificed' our Hives es 
and Surkelwes Nor che | 
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ofthe world — a 
0 Wen propuraeribution--Oarenanſ 


aur n norks/ Prager then not vd, nacher 
weight to this,» Which already is of itſelf. 


but tog big for us to bear. A threadbaxe: 


proverb ſays; that bought experience is the; 
| beſt; we havefull dearly paid for ours. Let 
then our neighbours and rivals Proceed in 


their oyn and their old way, if they; pleaſe, 
but let us late at;leaſt; profit by the double 


experience of ourſelves and of them * : 


would to God, that we had prudently, done 
it ſooner in the day inſtead: of finding our- 


| faves! under evt: ee to. do; 
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Preſerving the” trade of Portugal? In re- 
turn to which give me leave in the firſt 
place to repeat that moſt emphatical, but , 

| whit ear it preft any one to 
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id if he loſe his own ſoul? Our 
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which is deſtroying itſelf. This is my ſpe- 


cial and particular anſwer on the ſale, 
dut peace beſides is in general the buſineſs 
of a mercantile people: new 
commerce will then open and offer tkhem- 


ſources ot 


ſelves, as any old ones may happen to pe- 


tiln or io be loſt . The beſt harveſt; of ſuch 
States often is, when others are employed 


in fighting about they know not what. 
The Dutch can well witneſs to the truth 


of this on the laſt occaſion, of the kind 


and they will in all appearance be able fur- 


ther to confirm it on the preſent. Our 


national debt was begun in the war follow - 


ing the Revolution: happy for this nation, 
if the firſt author of ſo fatal a meafure had 


never been born ! It has been regularly 
and 
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Europe was on 3 of Charles 0 he 
Second of Spain ; agitated; Es 
ſucceſſion of that manarehys: 1 .de was 
greatly and the States general were conſi- 
derably intereſted on the occaſion.” The 
Engliſh ſecure in their own iſland were leaſt i 
concerned in the eaſe and might have made 
their market and their profit of almoſt. the 
whole world; if the people then at our 
helm had ſo pleaſed: the Britiſh politics 
have however ſince the Revolution never 
been of ſuch a kind. The intereſts of our 
who at that time prevailed over our 
wn. In the year ſeventeen hundred and 
as we entered into a defenſive and offen- 
five. alliance with the Emperor, the States 
General and Portugal; wherein all four 
firſt agreed to prevent any prince of French 
extraction from becoming king of Spain 


and then the other three anade magnificent. 
2 aſſurances 


( 18 » 
ances rothe lang of Portugal concerning 


bis claims and poſſeſſions and that expreſsly % 
6 ſabſiſtin p-- 


'N ifofkly wad eaſily oradticable; 


—— vapwica had appointed their 


n prince, as they then intended to have 
done; but Dis aliter viſum. fate and fortune 
determined differently from them. The 


French family took poſſeſſion of the throne; 


which they have ever ſinee kept. The 
foundation therefore failing the ſaperſtac- 
ture of courſe fell with it. As the great 
circumſtance and the ground-work of ll 
did not take place, the parties could not be 
obliged nor had in their power to make 


good the other ſecondary conditions. We 


their ſucceſſors ſtand in the place of our re- 
ſpective anceſtors. It might on demand 


made be duly anſwered by us, ſomething 


like what fable relates to have by its. own 
father Æſop been once done; when he ſaid 
to certain perſons : do you ſtop up the rivers 


and my maſter will then drink dry the ſea 
We were in the alliance only one of four; 


but 


ing out tthe king of Spain 1 | 
E nn 2 


er: the aſſurance or gr aA 
in 5 ** nevertheleſs been brought forward 


and urged on the preſent oocaſion. That 

circumſtance made it the more neceſſary to 

take ſome notice on the ſubject; but ſo far 

we may ſafely conelude, that we are evident- 

ly and perfectly free 12583 all ee 
hatſoever. . 


rü the Kinks time however and dated on 
the ſame day Great Britain and the States 
General contractedilikewiſe another, a de- 
fenſive alliance with the king of Portugal; 
by which beſides both making war with all 
their force againſt the enemy they ſtipula- 
ted to aſſiſt him with a particular number 
of ſhips or of troops in conjunction; if 
France or Spain attacked his dominions at 


home or abroad. In return his Portugueſe . 


majeſty likewiſe engaged to make war a- 
C 2 gainſt 
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We 


Brinn Gr the —— of the United 
neces ae coin ape deren 


parties from the —— ent of the. 


two great Powers before ſpoken of; but it 
was in all appearance never meant, that 
either Great Britain or the United Provin- 
ces ſhould riſque their very exiſtence about 


inſignificant palavers in the neighbourhood 


of St. Sacrament or concerning national li- 
mits at the lower end of the river Plate; 
which had time out of mind been a con- 
ſtant bone oſ contention between Spain and 
Portugal and long enough before the alli- 
ance now conſidering was contracted or 
conceived. Great Britain has ſince had war 
with both France and Spain at once and 


likewiſe with one of them only; when Por- 


tugal notwithſtanding any ſuch treaty de- 


clared none againſt either. Is one ally to 
be obliged and the other to be looſe or are 


we. 


pin for: a — an of years l have 
Portugal merchants heen 1 


far from. now proc they us to. become, the, 
dupes or to be offered, as victims on the 
altar of thoſe ſame perſons; - Me had from 
the firſt originally no engagement except in 
conjunction with the Dutch; but the fleet 
and the land forces ſpecified. were to have 
been furniſhed by us in common. Are we 
on this occaſion then to act alone; While 
chat prudent people ſtand by laughing in 
heir ſleeves and making their advantage of 
our broils, our miſchiefs and but too pro- 
| bably of our final overthrow ? This never- 
theleſs is the laſt treaty of alliance between 
Great Britain and Portugal; for commerci- 
al agreements: are of another kind and are 
not mixed with articles of this nature. It 
: * never been confirmed ſince ; but is that 
C 3 5 on 
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hower 


AAR" ray before citec bell wich oY 
whole)" although there never was a promiſe 


of any ſpecific number of troops or of Mipy 


te be furniſhed by us ſeparately ts Porta 
gal; yer both theſe points Rave in the 
ſtrongetf anner ctaken place” with reſpesr 
18 Spam,. There is a treaty bf ſevemerm 
Hündretl and twenty nine and merefore 
later than the other, in which we guar, 

rngdoms, ſtates and diminions' ir mh 
farts of the world forver fituate together L114 
their: rights and privikges of contmerce and n 
hx ave engage feparatel to furttifh his Ca. 
tholit 'majeftly with” eb thouſand troops ai. 
four thouſand horſe @ ſhips of war or tranf- 


forts or money at bis- option f he fall be 


attackel or moleſted by any fewer or under any 
= whatſoever ;" words whielt no ex- 
R > | 2 __ 


no 3 — ſtipul: 
P 
not repealed; ſuch not h 


_ with-reſpegt 461 en but that ĩt. is ar 


in es Funky 1 however 
; . „We ſhall 1 
rhaps be told that this treaty is: indeed 
ing the practice 


8 of; paxliament in Scot! 
I {peak io ibitiots the gontrary: L.only 
deſire it to be conſidered how like that is 49 


ſaying, that princes keep r neglect con · 


tracts of khis kind. as. they pleaſe. I. giye 
up this argument nor have Tany mind to 


put the vivacity of our miniſters pon arm. 
ing in defence a0 the Poste injured Spar 
n. 51,1 01803377: M ane gd Nen 
N Hic rs e 10. 


"All this however: is 3 it is ſun 


ſhine and the broadway compared to, the 


perplexity reſpecting the right itſelf, The 
nort h, the left hand of the river Plate Ac 


cording to its courſe downwards. (ay ſome) | 


belongs to. the, Portugueſe, * Arn 


point indeed for. Great Britain to be un- 
done upon; which has in all appearance 
been diſputed ever 1 ſince the firſt habitation 
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es this diſpute I cannothinrever "help "4 
obſerving ; * that there lies mow: before me 
accidentally taken down in my ſtudy a map 
Inted' and publiſhed about forty years 
ago by an honeſt Engliſhman: Any one 


may be bound; that neither the author 
nor the en graver of it it Was bribed either by ? 
Portugal or by Spain. They certainly copied | 
from other more ancient charts; but I am 
fre, that this propoſition is there plainly 
e ' $6 let the matter remain for 
The reader i is no doubt heartily tired; 

Hip: he i is hardly 1 more 0 than the Writer is 
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out of patience to ſee the very fate and ; 


ſafety of our country made to depend upon 


fuck tr fling tuff and contemptible conſi- . 
” - derations, 


they have ot homer _ CON \ 


W. 2 e © 4 ** 3 Xt Fre A. ; 
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17 This — * plainly. proves 
the utter abſurdity. of our ifland entering i ing 
40 defenſive .or offenſive alliances with 
the. countries , on. the continent. I deſire 
to offer therefore ſome obſervations. on 
that ſubject and about treaties in general; 


which are ſo perpetually interpr eted accord 5 


ing to the inclinations of princes, that they 


are little or no better than the law books of 


the Judge; who, whenever he found i in 


his reading a diſputable point, is faid to. 


have wrote over againſt 1 it a caſe for a friend. 


What blood and money of this impoſed 
upon and almoſt betrayed nation were du- 
ring the war before the laſt laviſhed in the 
ſervice and on account of the Queen of N 


Hungary ? That was then the reigning mad- 
neſs. With what contempt nevertheleſs 


did t the court of Vienna receive our requeſt 
of 


i 
| 
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that our generous ſubſidy of near bs $ 4 
Hundred thouſand pounds a year preſerved 1 


the king of Proffla i in his greateſt" exigencies, 


He is now eſtabliſhed in peace; but k believe 


it would be very difficult to perſuade that 
politic prince to riſque again his ſecurity 


and his crown at our call, Tt is the ambiti- 
on and the intrigues of courts which com- 
monly embarraſs the ſubj e&s of them with 
contracts of this Kin nd. Can then a few 


| place-men have the power ſo to devote 2 


whole people; that notwithſtanding any 
exception of their own neceſſity [an excuſe 
acknowledged in all caſes) notwithſtanding 
the objection of an immediate precipice ly-_ 
ing before them, they ſhall abſolutely be 


bound to proceed and directly to leap 1 into 


the gulph at the will or the whiſtle of 
ſtrangers and foreigners? Be it ſo and that 


human happineſs and the welfare and the 
ſafety 


fa The — — —— 


power in the lang. che king lodges it vi Þ 


his miniſter: and Qafeguid deliront reges 
Whateyer Prihees of their muniſters pleaſs 
to do, the peo le muſt abide the brunt: of x 


of Barba — have laughed 
at a French ling for having ſpent in fitting 
out a fleet to bombard his eity ten times 
the money, that he would himſelf any day 
kave taken to have burnt it to the ground. 
F wonder what is the whole value of the 
particular and immediate object of the pre- 
fent ſquabble between Spain and Portugal. 
I will not now examine; whether ſome 
Engliſhmen would be very fond of chang- 
ing for it their on real eſtates; might we 
in ſome manner however not imitate the 
Politics of Poltis an ancient king of Tnrace, 
who being deſired to take part in the Tro- 
jan war declined it; but that he himſelf 


and the reſt of the world might ſleep peace- | 
* 


aun their beds and either Menela us nor 
- * 5 . ” *% -»& 
be 4 he for the ut. of 
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him? 2 Could/x . 1 outdo the gene- 
roſity of the Thracian prince and accommo- 
date hoth the combatants with a handſom- 
er and a better poſſeſſion, than the ſubjeſt 135 
of all this buſtle and that exceedingly more 
to our own cat venience and adygntage, than 
the undoing ourſelves in the contention be- 
tween them ? It is moſt devoutly to bewiſh- 
ed, that governments would take pattern 
by the prudence of individuals, when they 
are ſeconds in a quarrel ; that inſtead of i in- 

_ creaſing the common miſchief and havock. 
by their own engaging in it they would 
only ſtand by to ſee fair play and patan 
end to the diſpute ; when the two parties 
had ſufficiently played the fool on each ſide. 
All treaties however are undoubredly to be 
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Every We thierefotd: ne any ag | 
to ſacrifice itſelf in its quarrel is at leaſt 
mich. accountable for the juſtice of its 
beginning and the rectitude of 
its dae 11 the progreſs and (I ſhould 
| think too) that the importance of the ob- 
ject in conteſt was in fome degree adequate 
to. the ſacrifice ſo demanded of another. 
We are in all appearance then diſtant 
enough from the particular danger alluded 
to; if our fleets and our armies ſhall but 
be kept back, until Portugal has fairly and 
clearly proved theſe points to be on its fide 
in the preſęnt diſpute. What a hiſtory 
will be told to our poſterity of the laſt 
period of their anceſtors, as a proſperous 
or an independent people; if the beginning 
of it ſhall conſiſt in the wiſdom of this 
American war and its concluding cataſtro- 
phe be a Spaniſh and a Portugueſe broil 
about the bounds of Buenos Aires and the 
Braſils? Our country however is famous 
for 


'D zo 7 5 
eee and or «th re in the govern- 
me f: t here ore owt 


7 rateneſs of our own 
miniſtratior and then in the very act wt | 
Rropgling under that cireumſtance to re- 
ceive onr death's wound through the unrea- 
ſonableneſs and the nen pe the _ 
Her of a n ee 


4 . for. lik time ination vun 
Randing near me and ready to aſæ; what 
will then your old friends of America ſay to 
theſe peaceable politics, who under their 
preſent extreme diſtreſs cannot but with 
for a French war or any meang, which may 
employ and weaken their enemy or will they 
be more acceptable to your brother patriots; 
who are often charged with approving or 
diſapproving of no meaſures, but as they 
may ſerve to oppoſe and to embarraſs the 
adminiſtration? As to the Americans; I 
heartily commiſerate their caſe. Vou know, 


whether .I have uren to declare my opi- 
nion 


wah ahe aka of oe — The f f 
writer ſincerely- wiſhes them ſafety, proſe 
perity and in good time greatneſs even to a 
degree hitherto unknown in the hiſtory of 
ankind: he wiſhes however theſe things 
by. other means than the inſtant and the 
utter deſtruction of England; if the weal 
but faithful efforts of an inſignificant indi- 
vidual can at all contribute to prevent or 
to delay the fate of his country. He is 
perfectly ſenſible of what very little hopes 
there are on that head; but no man need 
much to excuſe himſelf for throwing away 
his breath or his time in the purſuit of 
ſuch a purpoſe nor does the clamour for 
the good of the public ſeem at preſent ſo 
loud or ſo violent, but that even a feeble 
voice may at leaſt make itſelf to be heard 
on the ſubject; although any further at- 
tention or effect muſt be left to the wiſdom 
and the policy of our . 1 


With reſpect to my brethren in patriot- 


iſm ; ; the writer profeſſes to know no 
friend 
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"= * A mul All melt and - difſolve w_ | 5 
in the preſence of that bright and powerful | | 
object. Many of dur ſubordinate ties are 
beyond doubt moſt deſervedly dear to us; 
but then they have à different ſphere of 
their own and are contracted or ariſe on 
other ground: party however degenerates 
into downright faction and combination 
againſt the public; when it is made or per. 
mitted to claſh with the common and genes 
ral advantage of the whole. A great tra- 
veller tells us; that one of the moſt re- 
markable among the wonders of nature is 
the vaſt variety of the human viſage: our 
minds within are however formed in as dif- 85 


ferent moulds; as our outward figure. 


The writer does not nor has had an oppor- 
tunity to know the thoughts of almoſt any 
other perſon on this head of our avoiding 
or engaging in a Portugueſe war, The oſ- 
tenſible or pretended opinions of men ſpeak- 
Is 


LEED 3 


the common claim of every: one concerned 
in the event: he can only expoſe the rea- 
ſons of his opinion: it is upon them that 
dhe right and the Wrong muſt be determined 
and the godd of the public is the true and 
the great touehſtone, by- which ue are 


14 


i ts de tried. En 811-29 N 6 
MidSliar dou db 6 bee land khaki 
Good — what a. hs hide 
likewiſe - applicable! to the introduction of | 
Ruſſians; upon the continent of America or 
to any. other means of forwarding a F rench 
war and ſome important Parts of it more- 
over go in general, againſt at all riſquing 
ſuch a conteſt] in the conjuncture now ob- 
taining; if it can by, foreſight or prudence 
be any way avoided. | Here: then comes on 
our ſecond, point and a, moſt. effential queſ- 
Þ- tion 


— 


. of e ho as ng on 3 
ourſelves nearer home. I. ſay in the. irſt 
place then; let us at leaſt hy no additional 


but too poſſible; that we may wit 
| own hands do ourſelves ſo much miſch ief, 


fering would und | 
bad matter much worſe on our part. AY 5 


8 moſt the only point left us even to pray eo, 


< 4 » TE, 
hie I mean, whether Rrapee,induc;. - 
eed by the ogcaſion will at, its on hour, 
and of its on choice ſooner or aten net 


probably begin or: ſeek. hoſtilities. niche... 5 
15 e an LEH 
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act of our qm haſten that circumſtance. 


There are abways chance and time; until 


events have irrevocably taken place... 1% 


as fully to ſatisfy both the revenge and the 
intereſt of our rivals; alth. 6 


heaven for ſeems to be, that we may with- 
out the intervening of any other nation ſet- 


tle. among ourſelves all out preſent moſt i 
unhappy domeſtic concerns ; in the hopes 
| (however ſlender) that our ſtate aſter its 


confu- 


„unn 


— {if wen tal kuppeny af. 
tet being tas it were) pufgeck by fire wity = 
ackördgig to cdi fable oF the Phöenit all = 
again ot öf its on aſhes ard thar theſe 
alſs may not fer the complefion of "out 
misfortunes be ſcatter" abtva@ by tlie 
hands of a foreign enemy. 80 much with 
reſpec 'toiptovoking this taifeliicf'; "ie 
however wfarther anſwer} 7 9 
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alt is related that; pre rs jel 
finding himſelf not able to untie the famous 
Guortlian knot made ſhort work by drawing 
3 it aſunder. The 
eſtion muſt not? be cut with khe 
cold e there ice: but too many Laure 
drawn on the ſubject alteady: it muſt be 
ſolved by peace. Why de we not ourfelves 
nuke peace irh our colonies; why d&/we 
by that means not come between tliem and 
the French; while there is yet an opportu- 


nity: or poſſibility of doing it? That mea- 


fare will take! Ort the ſting of France: the | : 


will then neither be ſo inlined to attack us 


D 2 nor 
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of fortune? Hare [theſe things never 5 


rica? We have with veteran armies, c choſen 


know, how difficult in the 
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alike fit frafon, cas the pur+ - 


poſe: when we are in a courſe: of ſucceſs; 


when victory appears to be hovering over 
our banners. Nred we to he put in mind 2 
of the chance of war or the changeableneſs 


known to us in the fame country 


commanders and a e artillery 
in, their very firſt, rudiments; of war. 4 


vantage is the bringing men to a due ſenſe of 
their own ſtate or that of their adverſaries; 
I ſhall not therefore dwell, on the queſtion; 
whether the Provincials may not recover 
themſelves, may not amend their miſtakes, 


ſtrengthen 


erience ; wheth ä er the tide ee 
our favour nor kd Ker e * uf- 
tors iy ot ſuch 4 — pr wy rl 
ae bur the point which I muſt preſs and 
inſiſt upon is; that we ſhould" ſee all tele 
our victories and advantages in the field 
only as ſo many ſteps, ſo many approaches, , 
ſo many advances towards a French war; 
which plainly appears to lie between us and 
the conqueſt of our colonies ; if we or our 
rulers can be perſuaded to conſider our fi- 
tuation in its proper þ ght. How often 
have our anceftors carried fire and ſword 
into the heart of France ? Have they never 
ſhaken its government to the very foundati- 
on or fet their own king upon its throne? 
How did that nation ſuffer by the arms of 
our fathers no longer ago than in the reign 
of Lewis the Fourteenth ? So lately as in 
the laſt war of how many noble, external | 
dependencies did we with a ſurpriſing | | 

courſe of ſucceſs ſtrip that ſtate almoſt re- 
ducing it to the bounds of its European 
| D 8 and 


| gs 8 revenge upon! us 17 — may | 
reſts, until we have proceeded beyond a, 
poſſibility of keit they may look. onto 


bea ablet to 00 the e W uncky ae ring 
they may for a while give us fair words op. 
act under the cover of individuals; but 
does or can any one doubt, Whether they 
will openly : and avowedly draw the ſword; 
whenever the ſeaſon and the conjuncture 
ſhall: require it Do not therefore let us de. 
ceive ourſelves; for to that point tend all 
the trium phant proceedings, of which we 
are at this time ſo vain and ſo proud. What, 
will then become of our preſent hopes and, 
ſuperiority or does any one believe; that 
the firſt cannon fired by France will not 
totally change the whole face of Ameri- : 
can affairs? I do not confine this queſtion 

e to 


1205 * bid Is: e n more e del. | 
perate and in likelihood (as it were) of im- 
mediate mortification by every blow, which 
we are ſo inconſiderately giving to the pro- 
vmeial part of our country; but which de- 
mands a lenient hand and 1 only be heal 


6d by raps unn 


1 18 ene n — our Ameri. 
can miniſter ſays no to this: but that 
France and Spain will ſo fear or diſlike the 
example for their own colonies and provin- 
ces, as not to deſire or to aid the revolt and 
the independence of ours; to the ſubduing 
of which therefore we may with ſafety ne- 
vertheleſs proceed. Permit me then to en- 
ter more particularly into this ſubject. 
What does France now poſſeſs in North 
America ? Not an acre of land. What had 

D 4 TS ſhe | 


contained in the continent of — | 
When and how did ſhe loſe it? In the:laſt 
war he: the pry ra Britain, ebe 


Leden Selens in that — 0 "the — 
but with which ſhe is now in contention: 
What is in all appearance the ſhorteſt and 
the ſureſt way for France to get again What 
was at that time ſo taken from her? un- 
doubtedly herſelf to unite in her turn for 
its recovery with thoſe very colonies, hy 
whoſe means and aſſiſtance ſhe was before 
deprived of it. She has here then nothing 
to riſk, all to gain and in her choice a moſt 
likely meaſure for ſucceſs. / I think ;' that | 
there are not many ſyllogiſms in that argu- 
ment. We however diſpoſſeſſed her in the 
ſame conteſt of her beſt ſettlements in other 
parts of the world beſides, i W 
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We had at the end of the laſt War taken 
the Havannah. Hoy many days ſail is it 
from thence: to Vera Cruz ? Denn 7 
ly the gulph of Mexico between Is 
Jou many days march is it e Vera 
Crus to the city of Mexico? Suppoſe, it 
to be about two hundred and fifty miles, 
The naval force of both France and Spain 
was totally annihilated. Their flags hard- 
ly ſnhewed their heads in the ſea. They 
were abſolutely diſabled from ſending aſſiſt· 
ance to their diſtant poſſeſſions, -- Theſe 
were expoſed to us almoſt as a prey. What 
under an immediate miracle could have 
hindered us from being with proper prepa- 
rations maſters of Mexico the next cam- 
paign ? Had lord Chatham remained at the 
helm; he would have been a bold man, 
who ſhould have enſured it to the Spa- 
niards for another ſummer, What a blow 
would there have been; how would it have 
humbled that proud empire! I am not ſet- 
ting forth of what benefit ſuch an acquiſi- 
tion would have been to us nor ſaying whe- 
ther or no mines of gold and of ſilver might 
| to 
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| Aach ſevick, 15 to ee — 2 
ever have put into our power a peace on 
en ye, dead © roman neither of 
pric ahi row! 3 on e that is FE 
the queſtion; but with which they-might 
perhaps be more amazed, than they would 
de ready to return an anſwer to it. The 
Habanna, I ſay, was our own: Manilla was 
the ſame, of which we ſeem never to bove 
known the value. Florida yet remains in 
hands. Are then all theſe Jemenreraid din. 1 
gers not remembered for the long ſpace of 
twelve revolving years or is it credible, that 
the governments of Madrid and Verſailles 
ſhould be more afraid of the future and 
fancied evils to ariſe from our colonies 
alone without us; than they are of the pre- 
ſent power of Great Britain with all theſe 
fame colonies in its train and which in part 
they moſt ſeverely felt and in part moſt nar- | 
rowly eſcaped, ſo ſhort a time fince? Are 


nd rifing 8 9 to become ſo prodi- 
giouſly 


fincere and. genuine cor wlin | 


writer is not a — to — but how 
many ages of man muſt the moſt ſanguine 
enthuſiaſt on ſuch a ſubject allow for the 
| performance of all theſe miracles ? Muſt 
not to-day paſs: before. to-morrow comes 
and the morrow precede the time * it? 
Does not every event keep its due order 
and ſucceſſion in the chain of things d 
Are the princes or the miniſters of France 
and of Spain ſo ſtrangely formed in their 
ſight, as immenſely to magnify objects, 
which are at a vaſt diſtance from them 
but to beſtark and ſtone blind towards thoſe, 


wy ſtare them! in the face or that lie at 
their 


Harun Fay Fa, not . whe 
ther the 'reaſoning concerning the neutral "ns 
diſpoſition of theſe two monarchies up- 
poſed to ariſe from apprehenfions for their : 
on colonies is not beyond reply an 


7 an 
but moreover whether this betete 
do 's not plainly bear the contrary way ant 
muſt not be a ſtrong incitement for thoſe 

powers to ſupport or to unite — 29 
_—_ us with our revolted eee 


* 
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Why: do we however debate about pol 
ſbilities or probabilities, when we have the 
fact itſelf before our eyes? In the Weſt Indies 
do not the French and the Spaniſh gover- 
nors receive into their ports and with a high- 
hand protect the privateers of our colonies ?* 
Do our wiſe miniſters themſelves or would 
they have others to believe that they do 
not therein act with the inclinations and 
according to the intentions of their reſpec- 

| | tive 


Are we, not furniſhed. when arms, with 
ammunition, with every thing wanted, by 
them and without which they could not 
continue their contention with us? 1.40 ; 
not refer to their privateer at Bilboa, their 
agents at Paris, to our ſhips carried inta 
a eee ve or to any other parti- 
uml for wWhoever diſputes 
waits — be: — deny the ſun to 
ſhine by day or the ſtars by night. The 
doubt made on this head however not hav- 
ing been, how far the hands of theſe ſtates 
will follow their hearts, but about their 
inclinations themſelves ; never ſurely was 
argument more fully advanced in the 
face of matter of fact, than that now in 
queſtion. T will not aſk Fi! whether it 
were to be wiſhed, that any perſon en- 
tertaining ſuch an opinion concerning the 
intereſts of France was in the counſels of 
that country, rather than of her own : ſuch 
a one might there nevertheleſs contribute 
40 | ; to 


ca). 
bee n . * he did not ir whe. 


Yer ines very" won hat 


to tlie ae br che e 1 nome? % 

F'Hope” it to be here obſerved'; that łhe 
wikter id nom endeavouring to raiſe ſuch 4 
— or the purpoſe 
tiof making (which has much too often 
been done) but of preventing miſchief bel 
tereen us and them. I return then from 

whence I ſet out on the ſubject before us | 
that peace with her own colonies and not 
a confidence in the intentions or the pro- 
feſſions of France is in this preſent eon. 
juncture the proper means wy ers 
Great Rain. bn ln op 
a url terms a are we to aim 
| at this deſireable object? Is it then che un · 
reaſonableneſs of the propoſition, which 
makes it neceſſary perpetually to repeat; 
that 
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that the more fair, mers gquitable, 20006 


indulgent tit conditions ſball tbe; towards 
our colonies ii ſo much the better will they: 
| likewiſe be: ſor ourſelves;i The feat of em- 
pire draws every thing 10 itſelf Whether 
wealth, power, ur / hondur. The mong 
brought by the balance bf trade or byauy 
other: means into Scotland, into Itelind ; 
the riches of: our Weſt:Indies; the rapine 

of our Eaſt Indies and even a proportion 
of kribute from Africa all center in Eng- 
lam North America nou not numbered 
with theſe, was! until our own wantanhefs 
tobe:reckoned ina high rank amorig them. 
Liberty and commerce ate the two ſourors 
of riches. The more free therefore the 
 chatters and'the::conſtitutipns, the more 
extenſive the trade and the navigation of our 
ee k ſo much the more wealth will 
flow-firſt into theſe ſubordinate ſtates and 
then from thence into the parent country, 
The ſeat of: government-as naturally and 
as certainly attracts the gold and the ſilver 
of its dependencies ag the magnet dr 2558 
its N metal or the,  MALHJEr'S. ne 
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th Wago the whole! v se Theſe ca- 1 
ſes and effeRs follow one another; aste 
park flies upward or the ſtone falls to the 
ground. Our North American ſettlements 
were a particular example on: this ſabje&s e 
for by emitting paper money and making, | 
it a legal tender among themſelves; they 
evidently ſent to the parent ſtate every ſin- 
gle ſhilling of their ſurplus. There is be⸗ 


in the preſent caſe, 'which-is; that it muſt 
be ſome truly liberal plan and propoſal on 
the ground here pointed out; if any thing 
can once more poſſibly reconcile and willing 
ly bring back to their former obedience out 
diſcontented provinces. Some men may at 
this moment look on it as a ſtrange language 
to ſay; let us then ſtay our hands, reſtrain 
our fleets and our armies;: repeal our op- 
preflive or offenſive acts of parliament, re- 
WE ſtore 


ther man "within e compa of : 
theſe our now V hoſtile and eta ated, ws BER 
lately moſt faithful and moſt affectionate | Fi 
colonies.” 1 have nevertheleſs put donn 
theſe.wotds: upon my paper they keep their” | 
colour: 1 do not perceive” them to turn red,” 
either as written in blood or as bluſhing for 
ſhame. It would however very ill become 
me to trifle with yon and the public: I 
ſhall make no ſeruple to add; may heaven 
in futurity ſo proſper me and mine, as 1 
believe the ſteps here pointed out to be 
ceren in this inſtant of victory the true in- 
tereſt of Great Britain. Shall I venture one 
degree f further? How many- among the au- 
thors and the inſtruments of theſe miſeries 
exult at this ſeaſon in their own ſucceſs? 
Will it nevertheleſs be an extravagance to- 
tally fit for Moor- fields and more fo than 
certain meaſures; if any one ſhould make | 
* queſtion, whether ſome of them may ne- 
ver live to ſee the day, when they-ſhall for 
the Take of themſelves, if not of their coun- 
E try, 


* 
"a 


| ae bowever rien nor. 
| There was in the reviaf ee am . 5 
dũan jewel of ineftimable value; but it haas 
idly and ineonſiderately been caſt a-wðwͤÆ Ay, 
lod is according to all appearance 
aft, in which we ſhall, ever ſee North 
America ſubject to Great Britain. On the 
one band the een plan . recom- 


* — 
vas 


they are) they will nevertheleſs ſeek. every 
reſource afforded by the whole world, with 
offer themſelves to. any ſtate.and almaſt. em 
any terms. rather than to return again un- 
revenge, all the ſtrongeſt paſſions implant: 
ed in our breaſts, the moſt violent mqtives. 
of 


— 


2 31 1 WED, 
of thi Hung kee are — hes 
rica now ut work. I had almoſt faid'; that 
the earthy will open and fallow up its offs- 
"ns before they ſhall revert to the Po- Ry 
er of thoſe, from whom! they have received | 
ſuch a rewatd for the firſt” benefits pertraps 
ever cotiferred by any body and eren 
of men upon another. What other means 

then can in fuch a moſt critical cafe be a- | 
dopted or purkicd ? All men muſt take their : 
counſel of the time. Let us not conſurne 
ourſelves in vainly endeavouring to reduce 
by force thoſe; whom our own conduct 
has driren from our dominion. It eannot 
de too often inculcated both on account 
of its importance and of our being on the 
very brink of danger; i but it is there that 

_ France waits. for us, as a tyger watches for 
his prey. It is a hard word to bring out 
and there is perhaps no one perſon in all 
Britain or even in America more ſenſible of 
che very many and very great advantages 
formerly received or the yet more and uc 
greater to have in future eee wen | 


terms of an Pata ee | 
them. the, moſt, adyant 8 peace, 0 
Lean z, ſince we.are bronght--into cc h a fl. 
| ti ation ; that there is not the leaſt appear- 
ance or likelihood of our doing better. So, 
however ſhall. we inſtead of having a war, 
with France and with Spain and with our: 8 
Colonies all united together againſt us have, 8 
none with any of them; at leaſt unleſs. we, 
pleaſe and unleſs being in ſome. manner got. 
out of our preſent ſcrape our, rulers ſhall, 
wilfully and purpoſely run us into another. 
It will in the caſe propoſed; bece me neceſ-; | 
 fary for us carefully to conſider all the 


of our government, our revenue, our ex. 


pences, „our commerce and every other ar- 
ticle and to contract ourſelyes within our 
new compass. This is a very wide themes, 
2 will not now enter into it; our men of 
genius at the helm however need not to. 
hunt after a war for the trial or the exer- 
ciſe of their talents; any one may b. be bound, 
chat. on the occaſion here mentioned they 
will 


. 


—. 


Ft, 


ee eee eee e d:ever - 
haue lived-to offer this advice. zn I: 


vill; 58 3 „ may the whole loſs by upith 
thoſe, that have occaſioned it; ſince Who can 
anſwer or atone for one part in a million of 
ſuch a miſchief J truſt h. 


owever, that it 
will be very far from lying upon one, who 
only counſels us not to do worſe; but to 
obey the irreſiſtible neceſſity of our caſe after 
having in vain uſed his utmoſt endeavours 
to prevent our being brought into it. Muſt 
I or no then ſay fare wel America? If howe- 

ver fate has ſo reſolved; if it is no longer 
given for Great Britain to proſper by your 


means; I was about to pray for bleſſings on 


your own head; but that might border on 
preſumption : I ſhall in ſuch a caſe there 
fore confine myſelf to wiſh, that you may 
merit them; when I have no doubt, but 
they will follow nor is it fit, that they 
ſhould otherwiſe. be thrown away upon you. 
8 | TOP: 
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yourſelves my your d, by ver 2 
mitwläbfe foreign to y00 und abb 


A by beatz a gentle hand over your de“ 
pendencies ! The author cannot flatter 


hin, char his words will ve; until yo 


mall be beyond your difficulties and placed 


in a ſtate of proſpetity: the things them. | 
ſelves nevertheleſs are written in adamant 


| and will be a law not only for you, but 
for ages and perhaps for worlds tine with 
out end to come after you. May you how: ' 


ever beſides perpetually remember the for. 
mer friendſhip borne by you to your parent 
country and may we ourſelves at length 


become wiſer, although by the ſevere ex- 


0 8 of dur Follies and misforvants 


This meafure — is far: __ 
ferable to an attempt of conquering eur 
colonies not only on account both. of the 

difficulties 


b 


* b * 
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but likewiſe becauſe they would in ſuch a 
eat be notfiing worth: to ug even if t 
could be compaſſed without pains ; if their e 
fortifications ys GUN into pieces at 
| Ak — he four den in their 
camps; as it is delivered dow to have hap- 
pened with ſome others in former times. II 
they are reduced by arms, they muſt be ſo 
raled : that conſequence is clear and certain, 
How then ſhall we find and furniſh a force 
namerous or ſtrong enough for that end? 
Where are the recruits to be raiſed? We 

want men at home ; of: which it will de- 
mand a cnſiderable body and conſumpti- 

on. It cannot be intended to enſlave Ams · 

_- rica by its own countrymen ; ſuch à means 
will ill anfwer, they do not ſeem in the leaſt 
to be of that humour. No; but we have 
cut their throats and fo will we likewiſe go- 
vern them by foreigners. Even our/own 
Machiavels howeyer: gertainly do not mean 
to Was that great continent under a ſtronger 

* | E "EE power 


natives; n fhoula bose, er ourſelves 
in that Eaſe: 8 1 9 1 9 2 * | 


Would not the "pbod - © »be . 
our maſte v as emed We muß 


keep on the ſpo a force ſufficient to com 
ant both; but from hence would the 
Bidiery | neceſſary: for that purpoſe be 
e What is then to be done for the 
Leave our miniſters ard - thein 
ways- and means men to ſind that. Ame? 
rica would on the new eſtabliſhment nd 
doubt be expected to pay its own charges 
and to buy its own chains: we-would fund 
it, as we have done England. This may 
ſnine in the eyes of ſome perſons, who 
fancy themſelves to perceive their own n 
fit or plunderi in ſuch a ſcheme; but would 
not theſe noble arrangements intercept and 
conſume all the benefit or ſurplus, which 
ſhould come hither home to us? voa 
it not be lucky; if we did not boot to i 


anne of our own into the 8 
What 


* - f 
* wy 


1 i tom, long would theſe, th 
laſt? The firſt French war (and we 1— 


rarely or never. very long without one) 
they would IN. liberty, . would fling off 
their fetters and Join our enemies with far 


OF, 


more rancour. and reſentment | than ever 


they bore us before. How would in an | 


inſtant. then all this fine enchantment be 
| diſſolved and vaniſh ! Suppoſe we ſhould 
this winter take poſſeſſion of Philadelphia 
and cut off the northern from the ſouthern 


colonies. Muſt nevertheleſs our armies 
there not moulder and our ſtrength wither 


: away: will not the provinces riſe again with 
tenfold force againſt us; if we ſhould have 
France and Spain to combat, while they 
mall be ſupported and aſſiſted by them? 
Let us then open wide our arms to our | 
countrymen of America ; if they will re- 


furn under our. government: let us at all 
events 


betty x; 5 than if ve we were to. ene to eqn 
in peace and in friendſhip, with 5 


— 


the way” of our ſafety ; but the mer b 
conqueſt as it is in itſelf wol deteſtable 
ſo it is in every Tis ght like! | 
abſurd and deftruBtive for u. Gia HAIR 


RN re n ntleman boch here paves the 
0 before us. It is the” moral of his s ſtory 


181 


ld 2s 


ne never was. of any value or adva 
tage to Great Britain and ls tells us, thay 
converts are every day making to the pro- 


men at making converts. They have ,1 b in 
leſs than three years converted thirteen 
provinces of moſt dutiful ſubjects into in- 


— — ©. 
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A 1 abſolute ly ; 


7 1 a #2 > 1 * 7 < <> : 2 
20 EY ; 13 N : #4 1 2 7 > Ee 4 2 . : 
1 


d the burthen of his fong, that North 


g = L Ky SATALASSDS . 
5 propoſal of ſeparating them from one ano- 


ther . No doubt our miniſters are great 


dependent republics, thirteen colonies of 


| moſt faithful and affectionate friends into | 
| declared and determined enemies ; * they 
| have converted the opinions of perſons the 
| moſt deſirous to maintain the union be- 
ks 14. — alin, p.3 W IT 
0426 bf tween 


(9) 


nt Britain — 
che others leg we ſhould, both be tots 9 


of time What are all thoſs 61 86 ke 
himſolf that famous modern maker of con- 
verts in the Roman legends, when-compa- 
red with theſe ?* He did indeed his won- 
dert in the Raſt: Indies; 7 whereas our con- 
yerters have choſen North America for the 
ſcene of their miracles. Having however 
had” ſuch extraordinary ſacceſs there, it is 
poſſible enough; that they may before long 
be tempted to purſue the ſteps of Xavier 
towards the rifing. fun: in which cafe any 
one may to their miraculous powers oppoſe 
_ | will not fay) a' more ſure word of pro- 
phecy, but a well grounded argument of 
experience; that they will loſe our eaſtern, 
as they moſt probably have already qone 
6ur” weſtern empire. I -don't however 
know whether the gentleman here hinted 
at FINE not mean to claim to himfelf our do- 
; meſtic 
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| 15 not however the admi . itſelf 

now negociating and may ye not any day 

. hear news of an accommodation by mutu; | 
conceſſions on both ſides and by the parties 

meeting on the middle ground, a8 it 3 is 

commonly done on ſuch occaſions ? 15 not 

there a commiſſion gone to America for 
8 | that end? In anſwer to theſe + 


93 
1 


deſire liberty fully and freely to explain my- 
ſelf on the ſubjects. I ſay then, that from. 

. 5; the begininng of theſe moſt unhappy broils 
Fg to the preſent moment our miniſters, con- 

: | | ftantly 


reſembling ee 6 but the 
haying a figure even yet the more 


more grim and ugly of the two; I mean in 
the firſt place taxation and binding in all 


caſes without repreſentation; by which 
claims I directly underſtand abſolute power. 
I define my terms nor therefore endeavour 


to deceive. Ves, (it will be ſaid)" abſolute 


power in the parkiament. It is true; but 
Wes reply) in a parliament, of which our 
colonies make no part. How has beſides 
this vided in former or how will-it in future 


times differ from that of adminiſtration Ni 
this demand however drove our colonies 
into what ſome men ſtile rebellion; but by 
what name (according to the expreſſion of 
a moſt ancient poet) the Gods call it, Ido 
not pretend to be ſo inſpired or ſo learned, 


as 1 This A er of the ela | 
LE: Jeb? 
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; « 62 » 35 
3 lets now fe the performancesof the o ner 
„ pring of that Wee a0 6 310 


ES Woes ny og Trend: 
_ thouſand ſeven hundred and Gventy. firs: | 
the Congreſe of the Continent ſent an ap- 


plication to the crown; Which bore: plain: 


marks of being their laſt: . It came for the | 
more formality and weight by the governor 


of Penſylvania· The contents of it hum 


bly. demanded means of accommodation, 


No anſwer was deigned to be returned. Our 


| miniſters kept the moſt obſtinate-filence.ner, * 


would exprefs or hint any terms, on Which, 


they would conſent to a reconciliation., 


| Unconditional ſubmiſſion, was in. all ap- 
pearance the meaning at the bottom; but: 
which was not a fox to let out of the bag 
for the public hunt. It ſhewed at times 


however its head under a claim of the culo- 
nies laying down their arms as the firſt ſtep: 


towards peace and in ſome other ſhapes. A 
numerous and pompous commiſſion was tal 
ked of, but it blew over and vaniſhed. Theſe 


things | 


in direct terms — opinion that . 2 the 
next verpal equinox (then near) did not 


find ik entegety into n 3 and pro- 
We ſhould. 


| in all — never ./ ſee again our late 


Provinces under our dominions. No ſpi- 
rit of prophecy was required to form or to 
ſignify ſuch a conception. The eauſes ap- 
Peared clear and the effects could not but 
follow. His wards are. hitherto true. No 
treaty was entered into: ſuch mean coun- 

ſels are deſesvedly. deſpiſed by men who (iz. 


is to be hoped). know. much better what 
| meaſures to. 2 purſue. Our colonies, howe-, 
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A \commilſi on nevertheleſs at ken "tht 


ſpot, very proper 1 men in all es be 
make war; but whoſe crowns hitherto con- 
ſiſt of the laurel, not of the olive. What is! 
then this commiſſion ? Acontinuation of the 
ſame plan; a power to receive ſubmiſſions 
and to grant pardons or in words very. little 

different, unconditional ſubmiſſion again, 
pardon only excepted. Your whole country 


has with a wonderful unan imity riſen and re- 


volted in defence of what they believe to be 


their all: it is ſaid that our military force 
at 


our 14 miſchiefs in like manner given” 


ſabmit -: 


td hold their 1 


lery nor cut your | throats with gur ar- 
mies; your lives ſhall be ſpared and only 
youf all ſhall be taken; at leaſt unleſs your 


_ ſuperiors ſnall be pleaſed to run you inſi- 


nitely more in debt than you are able to 
pay; af ter the manner of England, If your 
hundred and fifty thouſand military men 


will be ſo good humopred as to lay down 
_ their arms; they ſhall not he hanged drawn 


and quartered for having taken them up; 


exeept # 10wever it may be thought proper 


to make ſome examples on that ſubject. 


This ſeems to be che power and the ſub- 
ſtance of the lesen. A committee 


ons of the firſt weight 


and* influence on chat continent attended 
our admiral from the congrels. The par- 


1 N ties 


thoirſknd me — if. 1 5 | 
be taxed at Weſtminſtor, 0 bg - 
bound- in + all: ares n legiſla, 


darters at pleafare: and ug 
othar ſuch * conditions; we will 
not deſtroy your towus with our artil- 
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__ upon a themſelves — light. 


| What an admirable opporti _ was then 
Rl They were 
8 that time in e diſtreſs and in danger 


of more. It is ſaid; that this plan of im- 


mediate and unconditional ſubmiſſion ac- 


companied only with pardon was opened in 
many words and enforced with a multiplici- 
ty of profeſſions ſent by our miniſters at 
home: when accordingly every thing there- 
upon vaniſhed into the air. One of theſe. 


Americans perſonally well known in this 


country and by reputation throughout the 
civilized world is reported to be juſt now 


arrived at Paris; whither in all appearance 


he ſet out immediately after the diſcharge 


of his commiſſion to the congreis and where 
it is to be feared; that he will find offers 


much more to the minds of himſelf and his 
conſtituents and his errand prove far more 


effectual, than with our commanders; as 


we may one day moſt probably perceive by 
the event. The writer gueſſed but too ex- 
. | aCtly 


2 provinces. — us, The fun: ie nο⁹]⁰ÿ 
in turned towards our half of the globe. 
t be worth the while of certain men to 
n ear, whawd ſhall be told; that he 
ill according to all likelihood never leave 
more this yin hemiſphere, will not ar» 
rive at the next ſummer's ſolſtice: before we- 
are plunged into open and avowed hoſtili- 
ties with France; unleſs they ſhall inſtant- 
ly alter the courſe of their counſels. - Thus 
however have by attempting at abſolute 
power our: miniſters from a ſtate of the ut- 
moſt tranquillity firſt raiſed the preſent civil 
broils in America, then did they by a deſire 
of unconditional ſubmiſſion increaſe them 
into independence and now are they by an 
obſtinate perſeverance. in the ſame meaſures 
upon the brink of almoſt infallibly adding 
to the other two this third miſchief of a 
Fame . eee 1 e N 


What ! is ions this * of As and 
inſtructions? The writer deſires, that no- 


ny ſhould to the beſt of his power re- 
Cu g 7. main 
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Theft and pPrehminary ſtep demaridet 
eee een dune ra ſubmit. 
8 | T6 whom ? Undou the atdrminiſty 

| / 2 2 — 
hament and inſtructions to governors are 
A ts be reviſed; to be read and reconſidered 
| e parts are to de altered, as are di- 
| | Ditliked by whom, by the Ameri 
1 . No, furely you are not fo funple as 
= to Te" things in that light; by the admi- 
N 5 Rnmaiſtration, by the fame perſons, thoſe by 
© . whom they were contrived, drawn or paſ- 
| fed. Niſum renbatis. But ſuppoſe, they | 


ſhould diſlike none of them, be perfect) 

- well Pleaſed and ſatisfied with them all: 

What then? Aſk them. Suppoſe, that they 

ſhould ſo heartily approve of them ; as to 

| Uefire' more of the ſume ſbrt, hew//and | 
ſtronger: What then? Alk "them again: 
Do you'take me fora cabinet eounſellor? 

I ſay 


* 


of — py and, 


what will i Ae Þ . a 
r more or leſs than t 


the 4 


* n gnly Fg ty 
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om os — ae u der 50 ae — 
from one and. to the other, poſlpfled, of a 


_ padigigus and. very ſtrogg territory and 


abovg all hacked. by France and Spain. Oh 
this poor sguntry, by POE TR A 


| is led e a9 abs Alpen 4 3 20 


What however is chere.thep EE? 10 
edel wanting in this cœmmiſſion? 


is indeed a very extenſive ſubject i in its 15 
baynds : I will nevertheleſs . gr to 4 
bring it into a more Darrow compaſs by | 
- aye to one Jingle example and | 
that manner à part, 2 a 
2 - pattern 


g 


pattern of e the + ; whole. Ar 
reges; the charte 
Ba) y (of the colo ny whoſe'capital | is Boſton) 
was for a a ter rror or a puniſhment as 
or altered. The province has a counei! 
for one 16% 5 its legiſlature, | The nom. 
nation of this'be zy Was in Pürtsculst ta 


by Is. 10 ihe not be faid, "that this pi: 
vilege with all its e conſequences was a very 
great object to theſe people: although one 
would think, that it ſhould be 4 mighty 
ſmall matter among the almoſt infinite pre- 
— 2 W to the crown of Great 
Britain. Charters are a right particularly | 
ſacred: thoſe of our colonies are of a con- 
ſequence hardly to be conceived; The „ 
curity of every charter in America was 
ſhaken, when this w was overturned, * It be. 
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came a common and moſt im JO! 


LE, that whole continent. Men m— 
on 


vl 
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— means —— ing: both 
— — and kept ſo; but every one 
| mut Tees, that it is out of wanne and | 


| mould het peace in 1 the con- 
ſent of parties; that any whole colony 
ſhould contentedly aquieſce or even a ſin- 
le man willingly, lay down his arms from 

(as it were) one end of that great coun- 

try to the other without the reſtoration 
of this charter. That ſeems to be a ſort 
of fine gud non, an indiſſ y 1 
condition towards ſuch an \ end... This ap- 
pears very plain and eyident and to want 
no words for the proving it. I ſay never- 
| theleſs. ſubſcribing. my. name. to what I ſo 
ſay; that I fully believe the adminiſtration 
(I mean the leading and the ruling part of 
it) never to have publicly declared, never 
to have privately ſignified ſo as for it to 
tranſpire, never to have in their own minds 
entertained (for on that I'm ſome meaſure 
ground the reſt) any ſuch, intention, any 
F4 mean 


_ extution to the Hour ; in which this is now 


wilting. Dheftatiite was at ffrſt made perpe- 
nporary of to expire of iefel? 
ar an appointed tithe ; as often is and was i 


tual and not 


- foifie acts made on the ſame occnſion the 


caſe. What hab deen land "hay appkar f 


bold word; it may ſtartie and 


&ven Friends '6f the adminiſtration,” Che 5 


ended to the train 


have not obſerved or al 


ef theſe Mir AHA Whol very fouls Art fit 


bought and ſold ; it tray perhaps Have forte 
general, equiivot: al or cvaſive anfivers; "but 


fam perſuaded, chat it will not be contra- 
dicted on any good round 'of . — 


in Herken to the negattve 6 Vic 
advanced, I have 15 8. mise or 


perplexed this Tubjeft with any other bes 2 


AE it o — clearer, 


| * —— 1 won inks 
mofhent of ths meaſure being cartied intd 


os 
_ 


m of gorernent given by. i to 
could. —— bene challenge 
on this ſubject; but I will not nor will T 
again go oyer the ſo often beaten ground 
col taxation or of binding in all caſes what- | 

ſoever. Should the point already thrown 
out . be thought worthy of attention, it 
will no kae ained, cleared — 
of the > ek for. 1 1 teal that 
others ſhould make for themſelves: the way 
them is plam nd they will by that means 
be the more convincing. It is the lot of 
the-beſt and the 'wiſeſt, but much more of 


e the wedkeſts, that we ſhould 
r 


SER oft this or on 

but outward ſigns may f rly be 
in proof of the inward intentions of the 
| A 9 a8 , as * the reſt of man- 
an 3 (as well as on Wes aberleſs ee 
be at liberty to ſay juſt what he pleaſed. :So 
far are we then from having ever conde- 


ſcended to due and reaſonable terms of = 
peace that we have in all appearance as 
yet not ſo much as perſuaded ourſelves to 


paſs the firſt ſtep proper for that purpoſe, 
not conſented to reſtore even the charter of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay reverſed (I ſay) by our- 


of this very een. 


Will chen an n 1 aur 


e of America be a ſufficient mea 


to keep us from all our evils? The writer 10 


is for one far from faying. ſo. He has long 
* | believed; 


ſelves at the 44 and on the account 4 


| 1 EF 


ourſehes in — of — no more 
in the buſineſs of others, all reſolutions | 
ara towards our provinces or of 
eaſe to our on people will be but as 
ſowwing good grain in the ſands of the 
ſea: however the ſeed may ſpring up for 
oy moment or appear to Proſper. for a time; 
pee of ſome prince and the flat- 
— common to almoſt every miniſter 
ſtrengthened by the perpetual obſequiouſ- 
neſs of our parliaments will infallibly choak 
and deſtroy it, before it can come. to any 
maturity or be fit to bear fruit. To talk 
nevertheleſs or to write now on that topic 
in its full extent, what would. it be better 
bn * the air? Times muſt exceed- 
in gly 


* 


tha * ef e os 
writer for one —— _ not no. Under 
into that adver re: He will endeavour to 
Fail nearer the wind and will point his fmall 
political bark towards a port lying (as it 
were) in the ſame — gin "AY 
iw de * rar the other. 4 Och 
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"A noble ERS: tary eee 
rity on his plans; but whoſe-health is aid 
to render it dotibtful, how far his country 
can look for his future ſervices) deft: us on 
His departure from public attendancea very 

valuable legacy; 1 mean. his propoſal of | 


man; the members der dar . an 
the 


* — 


hojed>in; — independent ; if 


men of that character any where now re- 
main in chis eee een venal 


power of voting; but _ double it to 
multirades : it would prevent the views or 
ambition of none; but might forward the 
deſites and atvancement of en Wee 


. £6 e 
find #t moſt excdedingly or unſurmounta 


bly diſicut to make its way. The breath 
of a Hindſter could not lightly Blow away 


fue an eſtabliſnment; if the parties elect- 
ing and elected were once in proper poſſeſ- 


ſion of it. At the ſame time that it was by 

the generality of the repreſentation à pre- 

tection vw the people ; it would y the proᷣ—- 
eng men of the firſt landed fortunes | 


among 


— 11 ——————— 
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but the oldmilitudeofs 3 e | 


ton. The virtuous Roman famous for ha- 


ving to the utmoſt of his power withſtood 


the diviſ Or of the public money came-and 


demanded his own pans when: others had 
been mean or fooliſh enough. to reſolve 


upon the meaſure. I would likewiſe be 
by no means underſtood: to ſay; that this 


proviſion will of itſelf be totally ſufficient 


or effectual. It might have done much; 
jf it had happily taken place at the revolu- 

tion, when ſomething of the ſort ought 
undoubtedly to have been introduced and 


before that the gangrene had got to our | 
very heart. It will however give a greater 


weight, credit, ſteadineſs, union and con- 


nection with the public to;one part of our 
government and may render it one day of 


moſt eſſential ſervice towards reſtoring the 
_ ſtate; 
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ſtate; | 
gatory in all appearance preparing for us 
(of whatever nature it may be) if we ſhall 
then be ſo happy, as to preſerve our pre- 
ſent conſtitution; our three different legiſ- 

lative parts, our King, our Lords and o 
Commons and if the power of corruption 


ſhall under ſuch circumſtances be by want 


ba the means weakened and abated among 
us. It is upon the whole perhaps the beſt 
| e. propoſition for the public good, 
which has been made in our times; of all 
that have had the leaſt likelihood of being 
carried into execution. What a pity will 


it be; if ſo excellent an object ſhall be ſuf- 


fered to fall to the ground? Let us on the 
contrary hope; that ſome perſon animated 


with the ſame public ſpirit (as his lordſhip) 


and united to him in the like political ſen- 


timents may adopt the idea and one day 
place it among our ſtatutes ;.if the good 
fortune of our country ſhall ever afford him 


an opportunity of performing for it fo 
valuable: a piece of fer 


we ſhall have paſſed the pur. | 


, 
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nſters themſelves? 4 4 men on accaſi is 
ing or ies — hemſel 
the neceſſity of things or from eee 
cauſe : Our preſent governors however can- 
not within their own breaſts; but be ſenſi- 
ble ; that they have in fact brought many 
and great miſchiefs on their country. Even 
was cover or atone for a multitude of er- 

ben not loſe our miniſters A fin- 


meaſure will for their time far overbalance | 


5 ditary: ſurely it behoves even our rulers 
themſelves to have ſome regard for their 
poſterity after them. It is to he doubtod ; 
how far the writer may have the honour 
of being reck6hed in their train: he is ho- 
ever confident, that he offers them no evil 
_ counſel either for their country or for them- 


ſelves. i in recommending; that they ſhould 
without 


* r 
ot Pr 


thin mould paſs: the quaſi bet! Gi 
ken of; as — the firſtſtone in the foun- 
ion of its Ep future — and ü 


N 


* e . willin a peak * F 
opinion concerning the two propoſitions 
ſaid to have at the ſame time been thrown 


out by the noble lord reſpecting the houſes 


of peers and intended for the like great 
and good purpoſe there“; but fugit interea— 


the writer might ramble too far from 


his purpoſe. So much however he begs 


leave to ſay; that as on one hand that 


noble body are beyond doubt no other than 
guardians and truſtees for the public, ſo is 


he ſenſible on the other; that they ſtand 
in the conſtitution on totally a different 


ground from the direct repreſentatives of 
ho people. Our e were of opi- 


— \ Taking away the cram ation of Biſhops and clocing 
the ſixteen 1225 of North Bricain for life. | 
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. _ 
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nion, that an hereditary nobility in the 


N | On let a our Haul ad 
ſucceſſion of peers are eſtabliſhed, a _ 
ciple the wiſdom. or the propriety of which. 
this writer is very far from diſputing : "#4 
ſincerely honours'and reſpects it in his real 
ſentiments : if our country is at this time 
in danger of being borne down by an 
abundant weight of evils; they have come 
from another quarter. Venice and Genoa, 
directly ariſtocratical ſtates, are two of the 
moſt flouriſhing parts of Europe within- 
the pale of Popery. Holland and Swit- 
zerland rank highly in that reſpect among 
Proteſtants and much partake of the ſame 
ſpecies of government. Be theſe things 
however as they may; the caſe and our 
claim are exceedingly different with regard 
to that other and honourable houſe; whoſe 
abſolute eſſence is to repreſent in miniature 
the whole commons of Great Britain at 
large and which (I am ſure that) I do by 
ſuch a deſcription not mean to diſgrace or 
8 | to 


—— eee e eee dee, 
ple for that particular purpoſe, the eſpecial 


protettors of our liberties and attornies of 


our intereſts. I ſay then; that ſhould time 
alter and mar theſe things, as it muſt all hu- 
man inſtitutions: it will nevertheleſs remain 
our native, our inherent and unalterabie 
right to demand by dutiful and conſtitu- 
tional; but withal by free, by moſt earneſt 
and for their weight and number almoſt 
ürreſiſtible petitions ; that they ſhould be 
renewed and reſtored to us again nor can 
all the J-hnſ-ns, the T-ck-rs, the W-fl-ys, 
the-M-cph-rſ-ns and a thouſand more ſuch 
ſay one ſyllable of Tenſe to the contrary ; if 
they will not evade or elude, but fairly 
look the queſtion in the face. The conta- 
mination of this ſource has been the cauſe 
not only of all our evils in general likely | 
to overwhelm us, but perhaps of this Ame- 
rican quarrel in particular. Let us then (I 
repeat) apply to our miſchiefs of each ſort 
the right and reſpective remedy, immediate 
peace to the one, but fit proviſions 1 in the 
| G 2 N 
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ſhall execute theſe counſels or ſuch as theſe 


„ 
proper places to the other and may heaven 
noſe perſons; who 


or who ſhall propoſe other better, of hat- 
party and denomination _— us 
the may *. „ N 


- : 
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1 chewy: out t ſuch wake the rather; be- 


cauſe to paſs by others there is in particular 
one gentleman, who has diſtinguiſhed him- 


ſelf in the late American queſtions and 
who (when his proofs appear of themſelves 
not over convincing) ſo continually rants 
and raves about mock patriots and repub- | 
lican bigots ; that it ſeems, as if theſe ſpec- 
tres ſometimes haunted him in his ſleep ?. 

I don't well underſtand, what any one 
means by objecting to good meaſures under 
the pretence of their being in the world bad 
men. There 1 is a ſet of people, who per- 
petually abuſe every thing in the ſhape of 
patriotiſm ; not at the bottom becauſe per-- 
ſons of that deſcription do but too often 


+ See Addreſs and Appeal and Series of Anſwers. Py 
betray 


F io I 
| betray: their own principles, when they are 
in power; hut becauſe they maintain the 
libefty of the public, when they are out of 
t. Let us then not trouble ourſelves about 
parties; but directly ſeek the common good 
of the whole. Let us eſtabliſh ſuch a ſyſ- 
tem; as may at once both reſtrain evil mi- 
niſters and diſappoint falſe patriots. Let 
us reſolve on proviſions; which will natu- 
rally induce or neceſſarily force every man 
to be true and faithful to the truſt under- 
taken by him for the community. Let us 
ſet our faces again corruption, that accurſ- 
ed canker ; which infe&s and conſumes our 
land from one end to the other. Theſe 
things ſurely may to a degree at leaſt be 
done, not however by ultimately bringing | 
all to the ſingle will of one perhaps igno- . 
rant, obſtinate or otherwiſe unqualified 
perſon but by giving to the public ſome 
part in the care of its own affairs; whoſe 
buſineſs they properly are, which is moſt 
concerned to ſee them duly conducted and 
that can have no intereſt againſt itſelf. 


This. I ſay 1 in general ; but on the preſent 
63 4 
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whoſe houſei is | inflames) to can gl 
operate with thoſe; who deſir 
vour to queneh the fire; to ee 0 
mean) in this caſe not with blood, but to 
Pet an end to it Lp ved . 3 
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I do for one nat reveal to pin my faith 


| on the ſleeves of politicians": ſo far however 
as the public may be concerned in the queſ. 


tion, let us preſume to aſk: who they are, 
whom we may judge this gentleman to 
compliment with his courteous appel lation 
of mock patriots ; but that the writer mult 
rather hope and believe to have at preſent 
the common cauſe of our country in their 
hands. Have they not poſſeſſed the firſt 
poſts and offices of the ſtate? Could they 
undoubtedly not have held them on the ſame 
terms, as others have ſince done? Have 


they not evidently relinquiſhed them in 
conformity to cheir opinion of the public 


© becauſe they — not give their 
cCionſent 
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muſt not haur gone along with their actions 
and their language? I know how fond ſome 
people are to find any quirk or quibble on 
this ſubje& : even party or ſelf intereſt it⸗ 
ſelf howeyer cannot anſwer theſe points, . 
but in fauour of thoſe towards whom I am 
now taking the liberty to turn my diſcourſe. 
I will likewiſe not inquire into any other 
merits or recommendations of their ſueceſ- 
ſors; but ſure 1 am, that they are not re. 
markable for being lucky in their politics. 
Our American war is the rock on which 
we are running with all our fails ſet; where 
the public ſnhip is in inſtant danger of daſh- 
ing and of breaking into a thouſand pieces; 
where we riſque being wrecked (as it were) 
before we ſleep. Is then the nation ſo for- 
lorn that men could not without difficulty 
be found; who would willingly and: readi- 
ly relieve us in that reſpect ? So ſhould we 
however obtain time and with it hope, 
which in the affairs of men futurity is ſaid 
ever to afford. 


G4 But 
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But Row: could peace pro 

fide here ſpoken of? is not the leb 
declaratory act ſaid to have origin Hy con 
from ſome of that quarter? It may be ſo: 
it was no doubt at firſt however inte nde d 
only for a dead letter, to ſatisfy ſome at 
home and not to offend others abroad. It 
accordingly produced its effect with our co 
lonies, the parties chiefly concerned; who 
never more troubled themſelves upon the 
ſubject, until ſome people drew this ſword 
out of the ſcabbard and have in their mad- 
neſs ſo dealt it about, that it has already de- 
luged with blood America and is likely to 
do more. Theſe men beyond queſtion 
meant at the bottom to tax that count 
to try the experiment and to puſh 1 it to the 
extremity ; which they are now about. If 
they had not found the declaratory act and 
the duty on tea ready to their hands; it 
cannot be doubted, but they would have 
| paſſed what they had pleaſed for the purpoſe. 
| I do not mean that this act ought not to be 
revoked; ſurely it ſhould having by whoſe- 
e means made ſo much miſchief. The 
writer 
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rer ce in esu ein nb“ 


of truth and that in this moſt difficult cri- 


ſis of our country all men wiſhing: well to . 
it may be united mann 


He is neither of Paul 


cern in the ſubj 


nor of Apollos nor * Cephas; but (if ait 


may be permitted him to parody thoſe boly 


words) he only preaches the good and the 


ſafety of the public; which he muſt believe 
exceedingly e In yo 1 5 
with N oc T9 2/1237; 
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triots I would not neglect to add ſome 
words concerning republican-bigots; whom 
1 ſuppoſe to be different perſons from the 
others and not to be looked for among 
Chancellors, Treaſurers and Secretaries. I 
gueſs theſe to mean ſome of the firſt writers 


of our times in philoſophy, morality and 


politics. The writer will not preſume to 
make any compariſon between them and 
the gentleman, from whom the reflection 
falls; but he is for one ready to acknow- 
ledge himſelf hardly worthy to kiſs the hem 


of 
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to their. dawn, * ens: "himſelf 
however been always accuſtomed. to con- 
verſe freely; but he cannot recollect ever 
to have heard even one ſingle perſon ex- 
preſs a deſire, that any ſteps ſhould be 
taken towards ſetting up in England (what 
is called) a republic or to have: ſignified, 
that he believed ſuch a ſcheme to be in our 
time practicable or poſſible. if any thing 
of this kind has in his preſence happened; 
it has been ſo ſlight as to ſlip out of his re- 
membrance. He moves in an humbler 
ſphere, than to be honoured with any of 
theſe high titles: 1 Nitributes none of 
them to himſelf nor does he ſeem to come 

within the gentleman's deſcription ; having 
declared himſelf rather for a ſeparation 
from America, than a continuation of the 
preſent moſt ruinous war: vhereas the gen- 
tleman makes it a great point (and as it 
were) a characteriſtic of his republican bigot; 
that he is by all means for keeping Great 
Britain and that country together. The 
Prayer : 


EF: 


ing to hat we arg well ue for 
ee eee | 
— his teraper and * — 10 0 h 
but if the madneſs of any; ſet of men ſhould 
nevertheleſs fling all thing: into confuſion,; 
if we are to.have nothing, but what chance 
and the fortuitous concourſe of atoms ſhall 
produce gut of their chaos; 5. his choice. 18 | 

| not now to make between an elective and 7 
an abſolute government. _ ot 8. no doubt 

; free for him to aver; that he ſhould e on fuch 
an occaſion place in his wiſhes and his « opi- 
nion a real repreſentation of the people on- 
ly, before an hereditary Ariſtocracy and the " 
latter very far before a ſimple. monarchy. 

It is not many centuries, that there have 
; been in England two legiſlative houſes. 
There. was a time when our Lords and 
Commons fat together and were blended in 

one body. The writer preſumes, that it is 
perfectly lawful to ſay ; that he ſhould in- 

finitely prefer ſuch; a conſtitution, a go- 


vernment conſiſting of hereditary peers and 
| elected 


We baby e the will of one ic perſon, whe- 
ther fignified by his fign manual or through 
_ the formal intervention of a few bo ht 
and corrupted men. It ts however to be 
hoped, that we ſhall be put to no ſuch ex- 
perience; but that certain perſons will con- 
tent themſelves with having given birth to 
thirteen. Commonwealths 1 in America and 
not aſſimilate Great Britain to them; if 
they cannot bring them back to Great Bri- 
tain. The writer will here venture fo far 
out of his way, as to ſay; ; he cannot but 
wonder, that ſome of the American colo- 
nies ſhould appoint or propoſe i intricate and 
perplexed forms of government * inſtead of 
one plain, ſimple repreſentative of the peo- 
ple equally choſen and comprehending both 
* legillative and the W PORT and 
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be no ſimpler, ſo in og Yearanc 
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can here de e 
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who are under the neceſſity of framing for 


themſelves an entirely new conſtitution. 
Some people ſeem by republicaniſm only to 
mean a regard to the public and a love of 
our country; but he muſt be among the 


meaneſt_ of men, who ſhall in that ſenſe 


ſcruple to bear ſo honourable an appella- 
tion during his life or to have it inſeribed 
on his tomb after his deceaſe. It muſt ſure- 
ly be the good of the public; which is the 
guide at leaſt in all political meaſures and 
morality. | 


| Here then I take my leave of theſe re- 
publican bigots ; but to ſhew how much 
this gentleman ſometimes ſhoots his bolts 
at random I muſt mention ; that in his 
book before he mightily talks about penſi- 


oners of F rance and repeats the ſame in his 
| laſt 


which might of courſe on occaſion act by ; 
- committees; or parts of itſelf. "Adahern ond 


France ein- declaim e ene our 


parting with North America: nm is 
the ground, on which he” intre alt 
_ theſe different characters into his drama. 
Now what a moſt ſtrange extravagance this 
is? Let any one afk himſelf the queſtion j 
whether of the two France would rather 
buy, an union or a ſeparation between Great 
Britain and her colonies and which ſhe. 
would command her dependents or her 
emiſſaries to promote? Sure I am; that I 
ſhall not ſpend my breath on ſuch a ſubject 
nor is that the particular obſervation I 
meant to make; but I deſire it to be conſi- 
dered, on whom have in our time fallen the 
faſpicion and the charge of touching 
French money and of ſelling our country 
and of betraying our counſels to the court 
of France. I ſay no more on that matter: 
but had I the honour to be of this gentle- 
man's cabinet, I ſhou 1d, as a critic, coun- 
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time to come. I do for one credit bim 
upon it; but ſince the political propoſiti 


= i 


muſt need fay, that fome of them are both 
in themſelves moſt ſtrange and in their ex- 
periment moſt dangerous to the Public. 
Whoever directly or indirectly and in any 
ſhape ſpurred or encouraged our miniſters 
ta the preſent meaſures againſt America, 
has already very great and will in all ap- 
pearance have many more and extreme 
miſchiefs to anſwer for; before the whole 
cataſtrophe ſhall be cloſed: he will bid 
fair to find reaſon for a ſevere repentance, 
if at times he ever impartially examines his 
own breaſt and has the leaſt feeling of the 
evils either of mankind, his country or 
perhaps « even of himſelf. I will fay to this 
gentleman only one 2 more. He greatly 


com- 
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clanktinn! 'of- His qmeacindeperidtinice] for the 


ons advanced hy him are to be underſtood, | 
as his fincere and genuine ſentiments; 1 
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his . but his own | diftio ary: 
does exceedingly abound in Bard words, 
_ which well know their way into his Wi- 
tings. I will not repeat, what has for- 
merly been obſerved *: he may perhaps be 
mending on that head. Whereas in his 
publication before the laſt within the com- 
| paſs of four ſhort lines he flings on ſome: 
perſons: differing. from him ſeveral of the 
fouleſt terms in our language; 3 in this 
latter he only tells them with a little cir- 
cumlocution, that the beſt of them pay 
no regard to truth or decency. He can 
conſtrue Qui dicit, quod vult; quod non vult, 
audiet. Every man has a right to receive 
in return ſome of the ſame kind of com- 
pliments, as he is himſelf pleaſed to beſtow 
upon others. If the writer ſhall ſeem to have 
remained long on any of theſe ſubjects; 
his excuſe muſt be beſides their importance 


- * See F urther Examination page 17 5 
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4 1 "now: W the probabilliy: of | 
aF rench and a Spaniſh war and have endea- 
voured to e out the proper meansof avoi- 
ding them: I have examined the meaſuress 


and the American commiſſion of our mini- 
ſters and believe myſelf to have, but too 


plainly proved; that theſe are iminediatelß 
running upon the very rock before mention- 
ed: I have likewiſe preſumed to follow at a 


diſtance the footſteps of a great ſtateſman 
and have repeated a plan for the reſtoring 
in ſome ſmall meaſure our moſt excellent, 
but now almoſt loſt conſtitution ; I beg ne- 
7 vertheleſs liberty to ſay ſomething upon one 
or two more points, before I turn my back 


upon my ſubject. The condutttof France 
being in diſcourſe and her hand appearin * 


beyond a poſſibility of doubt or contradic- 
tion every day more plain, I deſire in the 
firſt place to diſcuſs a particular charge of- 

og H Mo 
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they continued dutiful and obedient, while, 
they were apprehenſive of their French 
re dar dan eee 
by . that ions thay then eee 
that they might riſe and rebal and ſet up 
their before projected republics at their plea. 
ſure. This is the conception; which has 


been preſſed upon them, as a home thruſt 


and an accuſation, of which they cannat 
get clear. You know, what were my ſens. 
timents concernin g the American cauſe; 
Juſtice it has its head in heaven and its root 
in the foundations of the world nor can hy 
every trifling ſuggeſtion therefore be ſhaken - 
or overthrown. The writer is however 
carneſtly deſirous to remove every the ſmal-· 
leſt obſtacle towards peace or tho flighteft. 
pretence for ill blood: he is perfectly per- 
ſuaded, that the Amerieans may put their 
whole diſpute on this point itſelf and take 
Fe upon 


3 Lim nnd. hoe 1 ſs 5 ws. 
preſent ſupport; they are there received, pro- 
tected, ſupplied and eneouraged: the; is (as it 


were) their ſheet anchor in this their diſtreſ- . 


ſed condition: theſe words bave but too much 
meaning. If Canada were no French, would 
not then the caſe be there likewiſe the ſame or 
would New France refuſe to follow the ex- 
ample of the old? Would not the Provin- | 

ö cials have behind them faſt friends; where 
they might on occaſion find refuge, ſhelter, © 
_ reſources and aſſiſtance? How would you 
have prevented them from being plentiful- | 
ly ſupplied with gunpowder, cannon, mor- 
tars, muſkets, clothing and every other neceſ- 
ſary or convenience (ſome of which are now 
perhaps ſufficiently wanted by them) when 
the French freely carried thither all ſuch 
things and then without difficulty diſpoſed 
of, ſold or gave them to theſe their neigh- 
hours of that continent? would you have 


forbidden France to furniſh with thoſe ar- 
112 ticles 
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clas! her own forts and arriſone; have 
reſtrained her trade with her oum ſettlements 
or have ſearched her men of war and her 
merchant ſhips in their cir paſſage to Qui ec?! 
lo eaſily would their engineers or other 
officers and perhaps thoſe of ſome more na- 
tions beſides have found their way from ca- | 
nada to our colonies ? what is now the caſe 
in that country ?. Is there not a moſt dan- 
gerous enemy coming on the backs of the 
Americans; while our fleet and our other 
army are attackin g them in their front? 
There is however no end of theſe queſtions; 2 
but would it be as readily and as roundly 
anſweredor could there be found no grounds 
for ſuch a ſuſpicion in the Quebec act itſelf ; 
if any one ſhould advance, that the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the French provinces had on the 
contrary encouraged certain other perſons 
in their projects againſt ours. I leave ne- 
vertheleſs that ſubject to itſelf. Let us 
next turn our eyes towards the Spaniards. 
Would not they be acting the ſame part at 
Auguſtine and in Florida, as they are at 
the Havanna and in Old * if that 
Place 
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Hors: and chat 3 now- 


ts * 1 was eee, 1 


the beſt among thoſe of ſome. people and 


how long and how eaſily didi it paſs? Time 
And the fact r now. plainly diſprove it. The 
caſe is perhaps much che ſame with reſpect 


We 12006 


to ſome other . p 
Ferit to, my pu arpoſe. . Political an 
are not apt to acknowledge their TOUR 
leſs charges ; but this certainly can never 
more be maintained, unleſs modeſty i is ba- 


” 
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And from among men; as has long been 
ſaid concerning juſtice. 11 was evidently 
then not the removal of the F rench and the 
Spaniards from that country, which indu- 
ced our Americans to their preſent proceed- 
ings ; but it is to be wiſhed, that ſome men 
would look a little into. their own eonduct 

and conſider; 3, whether it is difficult to find 
chere another much ſurer Ware and cauſe 
of theſe unfortunate events. 
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pounds for the ſervice of the forces i in Nor 


sur North ꝛri can provides ever Bea | 
to us; for where 18 the want of money, 


„ 


che decay of © commerce, the diſtreſſes and 
ie” difficulticy 4 with Which we have been, 8 


atened on their defeckion ? I anſwer, M. 


* 


che firſt place” then; that the war itſelf. Cre 
ates a great trade and probably a a very be⸗ | 
neficial one too; if contraftors would tell, 


their ſecrets, 20 which however will hardly. | 
happen, until thoſe of all hearts ſhall be ex- 


plained and opened. Ihavei now in my hands, 


an account of the extraordinaries of the ar- 
my extracted from the papers laid before 


the houſfe of commons. There are in it 


above twenty one thouſand pounds for cab- : 
bage, for ſour” crout, ſalted cabbage ſent | 
to Boſton: there are to a Privy-eounſellor 
and his partner (beſides other articles to 
the firſt) above four hundred thouſand 


America. Vou will not expect 6fr me to be, ex 
ceedingly particular: our public accounts are 


draw in the true ſtileof writing: they contain 


much 


7 * Ng, 
much — 4 . compaß and 
lives langunge: they art ſhort” and 


wer. en l. Wia nander of words fr ke bo 
here 30 60 & bargain of thaẽt 
magnitude between d firft miniſter aul His 
| friend, whom he has # mind to ſerve? 
Whether ſo many, as Between two' jockeys 
about the ſale ef x hörſs in Smithfield? 
Wuy may not an hundred thoufand pounds 
be gotten upon a fingle agreement of this 
| kind or more money and what check is 
caſe, except the inclination of 
— one hand and the modera- 
tion of the coritractor Himſelf on the 
ther ? 'Sappoſe the ſame perfon was to 
vote the war in Council, in Parliament and 
in other material places beſides. I am moſt 
happy with relpe to the example before 


my eyes; that it refers to one, upon hom 
the Teaft poſſible ſuſpicion cannot” fall of 


atty unfit influence from ſuch a motive. I 
'wtite the more freely for that reafon; but 
it need not be ſaid, that this cannot always 

be the caſe: the argument is general. Be 

bo | thoſe | 


66, Re the Iliad im s 


common ſtock of eurrency, belorsthe chain * 
is at an end. The leſs the public receives 
in return or in plain Engliſnathe bigger the 
job; the more the immediate eaſe: the 


price is in that caſe paid and diſtrib 
but the correſpondent commodities noven 


theleſs remain for any other market or pur- 
poſe. A private prodigal never wallows in 
more affluence; than while he is from all 
quarters taking up money on bonds, an- 

nuities and mortgages. The caſe is the 


ſame with a public body from a kingdom 
to a commiſſion of turnpike. If -borrow- 
ing could but continue for ever; he only 


would be a bad œconomiſt, who was ſo 
pry. as to live within the income. of 
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1 be roken | 
2 hat can be more eee than! to talk | 
about the want of money in a nation, 
whoſe miniſter is at that inſtant putting his 
hands into the pockets of the whole world. 
freely drawing it from thence .and-laviſhly 
dealing it out. firſt; to his o.¼mn creatures 
* eee, and then through them 
in, this caſe. — eee 
tion. Should any where our manufactures 
fail or our common people find it dif- 
ficult to ſubſiſt; the navy and the army 
are ready not only with prodigious premi- 
ums to receive, but almoſt with violence 
to ſeize upon all who come in their way. 
They may in America then be fed by the 
public or live by plunder or lye in the bed 
of honour. Some of theſe three things ne- 
ceſſarily muſt and all in their turn not im- 


Fr may —_ to. them.; -but .any 
one 
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wo 
And in ſubmiſſion. 
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odor was —— bread in Oles es 
Britain? The moft likely ta be mutinous 


er tlamorous being happity thus diſpeſed 
ide teſt may the better pin 


Ther ate other pldin 
antes: I will not enter into tliem: 
er eyes are ſtrongly cloſed ; though it is 


t be hoped not unto death. Thus does 
Ro trever the wa 


ar by a certain romd (as it i 

were) keep up the ball and ſuppty ir forte 
fenſe its on wants. Borrowing and fun- 
ding make a fullneſs of money throughotit 
the nation, enliſting and preffing cover the 
diftreſs of individuals; but it is impoſſible 
Hot to one" "that wy all unte an 
* N * 
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I am wining endung eben 1 
mall detain but little longer you or the pub- 


tHe : F would before the taking my laſt leave 


however willmgly- a few words to our 
mil- 


in lence 


milizary wan. T* 


offence; and they will on the other 

tainly ally me liberty of, ſpeech. 
vriter does not readily comprehend; hom 
commuſſian ſhould cancel or reduce within 
the ſingle obligation of obedience to ſome 


or that the colour of any one's coat may 
erempt him from the rules common to the 
reſt of mankind. What can ſauctify 3 ingra- 
titude, injuſtice, rapine, murder or devaſ- 
tation. ? There is an eſſential and an unal- 


e and miſery: no one is, ſo de- 


-prived of underſtanding, as not to perceive 


or ſo void of modeſty as to deny it. This 


neceſſarily ſtamps the reſpective character 


of right and wrong upon human actions; 
accordingly as they contribute to the one 
or the, other, of theſe two objects. The 
will of a Prince and the orders of a Gene- 


ral. cannat over hear or over- rule nor the 
3 drums and the ſaunding of trum- 
pets ; 


e - 


| ſhall on- one Torch os to, avoid 


particular: perſon all the duties of morality | 


terable difference between pleaſureand pain, 


ee, W ant "to Wie Nos ur | 
UE tant: . Ga le © Good and Evil ect 
de left behind in our "Hand" or be funk 
upon their” 'paſſage ' in the great Atlan tic 
ocean? Are they only the invention” of 
national lawgivers or do they firſt ſubſiſt 
in the nature of things themſelves and theſe 

| only preſeribe the modes of proceeding, 
the rewards and the puniſhments reſpect- 8 
ing them? Am 1 then (cries the ſoldier) 
obliged to conſult Suarez, Grotius or San- 
derſon, before I draw my ſword or fire my 
muſket ? I anſwer that no ſuch idea is en- 
tertained. It muſt be vain to diſcourſe 
with any one, who is in a downright ſtate 
of force or of ſervitude ; ; but I will tell a 
' ſoldier or any man at all maſter of himſetf 
what he is obliged not only to conſult; but 
to obey and to purſue beſides : I mean, his” 
own fincere, inward ſentiments and opi- 
nion. Such is the conſtant condition of 
humanity and who are they; that pretend 
TY 5 to 


8 1090 4 
to p . a a privilege in this 4 


all others of their; ſpecies ? No one en 1 
the biſhop ſitting upon a legiſlative bench\ ' - 
| to the meaneſt officer in a marching. regi- 
| ment is entitled or ies * or his 
8 of 2 a. node un to at himſelf | 
without any. They could ſometimes per- 
haps. not eaſily be in a worſe: place. Do 
you mean then to impeach the profeſſion 
of Arms? On the contrary I highly ho- 
N nour it: the writer reſpects it, as the pro- 
tection of the innocent, the ſupport of the 
| helpleſs and the defence of our country. 
Let thoſe anſwer that queſtion; who would 
debaſe it to far different purpoſes: It may | = 
behove ſome other people to beware; leſt. 2 
by reſolving to palliate every particular ac. 1 
tion, they throw difficulties upon the pro- | 
: 1 feſſion itſelf in general. Here however 
fſays ſome one animated with an ardour for 
the ſervice and the field: Give me then 
victory, glory and advancement and do 
you preach your ſermons to monłs and to 


hermits. 1 * this to be the true 
point 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Wn deten therefore be kewiſe bad. 
— — is 6-cotinſbios eps ; 
which 4 leader at the head 'of forty or 


which ner or later and by ſome means or 

_ other ſeldom fails to humble the moſt 
proud and the moſt powerful or to malte 
the ſtrongeſt and the ſtouteſt to feel WhO 
deſpiſe or oppaſe it. My moral 1 do not 
mean to explain; but the principle ob- 
tains See al as COPY” was our 
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Here then _ journey is ADDY If the 
writer ſhall in any place appear to have ex- 
preſſed himfelf with a greater degree of free- 
dom than may be welcome to ſome mien, it 
deſerves to be conſidered; how juſt & diſ- 
pleaſure or provocation it is for any one 
perfectly ſatisfied in his humble ſituation 
to ſee every thing about him, his country 
and his private affairs in danger of being to- 
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E. condition. _ why dine from 
volution. We had 3 no national dehs, 


hardly one of a ſingle ſhilling. ' ae 1 8 


try abounded with men and money. 


vernment was in its vigour. An "diy, 


derate meaſure in politics might be purſued 


almoſt with impunity. Theſe things are 


now totally altered. We are by a gradual 


progreſs at length come to the brink of a 
precipice. We muſt ſtay our ſteps or we 
go headlong. Our fate much depends upon 
a few months or days. Let us then not 
become parties in the diſpute between Spain 
and Portugal. Let us keep a watchful eye 
over France for the purpoſe not of entering 
into contention, but of preſerving N 
Let us above all accommodate ourſelves 
with our colonies. Let us eſtabliſh ſuch 
proviſions, as may at the ſame time both 


check corruption and nn ambition. 
Let 
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